PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING A PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE
The Evans County Board of Commissioners today announces its intention to increase the 2025 property taxes it will levy this year 25.02 percentage over the rollback millage rate. 
The tax increase derives from moving Fire User Fees and Emergency Medical Service User Fees into millage rates based on class action law suits throughout the State of Georgia. The result of these lawsuits is forcing counties and cities to eliminate Emergency Service User Fees (Fire and EMS).  This forces counties and cities to fund these services via the millage rate.  
When the total digest of taxable property is prepared, Georgia law requires that a rollback millage rate must be computed that will produce the same total revenue on the current year’s digest that last year’s millage rate would have produced had no reassessments occurred. 
The budget tentatively adopted by the Evans County Board of Commissioners requires that a millage rate higher than the rollback millage rate, therefore, before the Evans County Board of Commissioners may finalize the tentative budget and set a final millage rate, Georgia law requires three public hearings to be held to allow the public an opportunity to express their opinions on the increase.
 All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearings on this tax increase to be held at the Evans County Administrative Building located at 613 W. Main St, Claxton, Georgia on January 7, 2026 at 11:00 am and 5:30 pm and on January 14, 2026 at 6:00 pm.
